
 

 

 

The CHIRPS 
for FORKS 
FOLLOWERS 

SEPTEMBER 
2026 

 
 

 

 

 

September 2015 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 
Our Mission Statement 

Forks Church is where God lifts our spirits  
through creative worship as we build God’s Kingdom. 

 

COME AND SEE.   
COME AND GROW.   
COME AND SERVE! 

 
FORKS ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

253 Forks Church Road 
Leechburg, PA  15656 
Church Office:  724-845-6627 
Email:  churchforks@gmail.com 
 
Sandy Hess – Church Secretary 
Bob Bish – Audio/Tech Director 
Karen Disciscio – Church Treasurer 
Christina Gross – Financial Secretary 

                                

Sunday, September 13, 2026 
CELEBRATION OF FEED MY SHEEP PANTRY 

AND 10 YEARS OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

 
October 2026 marks 10 years that Feed My Sheep Pantry 

has been providing food and personal items to the 

community. 

  

To recognize this blessing, Forks-Zion Lutheran Church and Feed My Sheep Pantry Team 

invite you to worship with us on September 13, 2026 at 11:00am. 

 

SEE PAGE 7 FOR MORE DETAILS. 

September Worship Services 
Sundays at 11:00 am 

 

Sept 6 – Pastor Wayne Gillespie 

Baptism of Crosby Kotvas 
 

*Sept 13 – John Smail 
Worship in pavilion, weather 

permitting 

 
Sept 20 – John Smail 

Sept 27 – John Smail 
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SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 

5 

2:45pm 
Rachel Newton & 
Brian Kemp 
Wedding 

       

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

11:00 am 
Worship 
Pastor Wayne 
Gillespie, 
presiding 
Baptism of Crosby 
Kotvas 
 

Labor Day 
 
 

5:00 pm 
Pantry Team 
 
 

    
 

*13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

11:00 am 
Worship at 
pavilion 
John Smail 
presiding 
 
Pantry 
distribution 
@12:30 

  
 

6:30 pm 
Council 
Meeting 

  9am-12pm 

Clothing Closet 

1st Lutheran in 
Lchbg 
 
LEECHBURG 
PINK DAY 
10am-5pm 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

11:00 am  
Worship 
John Smail, 
presiding 
 

     Fall Festival @ St. 
Paul’s Highfield 
10-4 

27 
28 29 30    

HARVEST HOME 

11:00 am 
Worship 
John Smail, 
presiding 

      



 3 

"A Prayer for Children" 
by Ina Hughes 

 
We pray for children who put chocolate fingers everywhere, 

who like to be tickled, 
who stomp in mud puddles and ruin their new pants, 

who sneak popsicles before supper, 
who erase holes in math workbooks, 

who can never find their shoes. 
 

We pray for those who stare at photographers behind barbed wire, 
who can't pound down the street in a new pair of sneakers, 

who are born in places where we wouldn't be caught dead, 
who never go to the circus, 

who live in an X-rated world. 
 

We pray for children who bring us sticky kisses and handfuls of dandelions, 
who sleep with the dog and bury goldfish, 

who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money, 
who cover themselves with Band-Aids and sing off-key, 

who squeeze toothpaste all over the sink and slurp their soup. 
 

We pray for those who never get dessert, 

who have no safe blanket to drag behind them, 
who watch their parents watch them die, 

who can't find any bread to steal, 
who don't have any rooms to clean up, 

whose pictures aren't on anybody's dressers, 
whose monsters are real. 

 
We pray for children who spend all their allowance before Tuesday, 

who throw tantrums in the grocery store and pick at their food, 
who like ghost stories, 

who shove dirty clothes under the bed and never rinse out the tub, 
who get visits from the tooth fairy, 

who don't like to be kissed in front of the carpool, 
who squirm in church or temple and scream in the phone, 

whose tears we sometimes laugh at, 
and whose smiles can make us cry. 

 
We pray for those whose nightmares come in the day, 
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who will eat anything, 
who have never seen a dentist, 
who aren't spoiled by anybody, 

who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep, 
who live and move, 
but have no being. 

 
We pray for children who want to be carried 

and for those who must, 
for those we give up on 

and for those who don't get a second chance. 
For those we smother with kindness 

and for those who will grab the hand of anyone 
kind enough to offer it. 

 
Blessed, fed, nourished, healed and forgiven, we go out to be Christ’s 

blessings to a hurting world. 
Hear the words of Teresa of Avila: 

“Christ has no body but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks. 
Compassion on this world. 

 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 

Christ has no body now but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

With compassion on this world. 
 

“Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” 

 
Submitted by Pastor Wayne Gillespie 
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Updated 8/26/2026 

 

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
 

Marilyn Smail, Hershel Phares, Mary Walker, Betty Black, Anna Shaffer, John Coyle,  

Brenda Ribet, Paul Heilman, Dale Altman, Bob Lawrence, Lou Fondrk, Sherry Gray,  
Blair Shick, Jeff Crowe, Mary Czonka, Debbie Munko, Joe Gibson, Rob Woods,  

Kathi Finley Jendrzejewski, JoyAnna, Andy Mason, Ed Roethlein,  
Donna Petrell (president of southwestern PA WELCA), Barb Guenther (past president of 

swpawelca), all of our servicemen and women, serving at home and abroad. 

 

HOMEBOUND 

Dale Altman   

108 Jack Rd., Vandergrift, Pa 15690 

724-842-7252  
 

Betty Black - Concordia  
Rm 2139 Lund Care Center, 134 Marwood Rd. 

Cabot, PA 16023 
 

Fran Coffman – Concordia, Oertal Care Center  
Room 207, 615 N. Pike Rd.; Cabot, PA  16023 

 
Grace B. Van Dyke - Concordia  

134 Marwood Road, Lund - Room 2155  
Cabot, PA  16023   

724-524-1505 

 
Mary Walker – Concordia  

134 Marwood Rd., Room 2131; Cabot, PA  16023  
724-524-1125 

 
 

Hello all! Hannah Gross is selling things for band to help fund her school trip 
to Disney!!  
 
Marianna's hoagies/ pizza for $11/piece. The order is to be turned Sept 4 
and delivery is Sept 17. If interested let Christina know!! 
 

Also, she is selling Mum's (flowers) for $10/piece. Delivery is also Sept 17. If you would like to purchase a 
mum to help decorate the church for Harvest Home on Sept 27, please let Christina know.  
Christina’s cell phone is 724-448-2968, to call or text. 
 
Thank you all for continuing to support Hannah!!  



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 2  Jason Kennerdell 
 5  Braxton Hess 

9   Karen Disciscio 
10   Noah Gross 
12 Bob Wright 
13 Mark Long 
14  Brenton Kennerdell 
16 Hayden Eiler 
18 Arlo Long 
19 Jack McIntire 
26 Sue McIntire 
30   Ainsley (McIntire) Stockdill 

 
SEPTEMBER SPONSORSHIPS 

 
 

FLOWER SPONSOR   BULLETIN SPONSOR  ALTAR CANDLES 

9/6  ________________  __________________   _________________ 

9/13 worship @ pavilion  Patty Newton 

9/20 Ken Riggle   Ken Riggle   

9/27 Patty Newton   Grace Seitam 

*if you would like to sponsor flowers, bulletins, and/or altar candles  on September 6,  
please call the church office. Thank you!        

 
SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

ASSISTING MINISTER  GREETER    ALTAR CARE   
9/6 Tara Malucci   Hershel Phares   Glenda Paul 
9/13 Tom Walker        Kim Zimmerman   
9/20 Tom Walker   
9/27 Patty Newton        
 

 
 

On your special day…we wish you all the very best, all the joy you can ever have 
and may you be blessed abundantly today, tomorrow and in the days to come. 

 
 
  
  
   

  

    
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

17    Stephen and Christina Gross 
 
18 Steven and Shannon Kotvas 
     
 19    Cody and Meghan Reesman 

Matthew and Lacey Eckman 
 
29    Frances and Helen Gondell 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=elGy1g-XYKimuM&tbnid=PWu6ipboj0efTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.images55.com/category/anniversary/&ei=9ykHVJaJMsj2yQT_roGYBA&psig=AFQjCNH6L_5-AlUsrt2YMQhYv85SqV2Dpw&ust=1409842009618159


 7 

 
The Pantry will be open: 
 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

12:30 – 2:00 PM 
 

The Pantry Team will meet on  

Tuesday, September 8 

@ 2:00 pm to pack bags. 
 

 
 

 

FEED MY SHEEP PANTRY                                      

 

CELEBRATION OF FEED MY SHEEP PANTRY 
AND 10 YEARS OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY, 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13. 
 

October 2026 marks 10 years that Feed My 

Sheep Pantry has been providing food and 

personal items to the community.  

 

To recognize this blessing, Forks-Zion Lutheran Church and Feed My Sheep Pantry Team 

invite you to worship with us on September 13, 2026 at 11:00am in our outdoor 

pavilion, weather permitting. 

 

Light refreshments to follow worship.  

Pantry Distribution will begin at 12:30pm. 

 

PLEASE BRING A LAWN CHAIR FOR A MORE COMFORTABLE SEATING OPTION. 

 

The Pantry Team asks that you donate NONPERISHABLE ITEMS such as canned 

vegetables or fruits, soups, toilet paper,  

paper towels, cleaning products, etc., etc. 

 

                       

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FALL FESTIVAL – St. Paul’s Highfield Lutheran Church 

Saturday, September 26, 2026                                                                  
10:00-4:00 
Homemade food, vendors, crafters, rummage sale, music, basket raffle 
1595 Dime Road 
Vandergrift 
 
If you are a crafter or vendor, and would like to participate, call the church office, 
724-567-7462. 

 
The Ethel L. Verney Grant  

and Southwestern PA Synod 
funds received in 2026 assists 

greatly in assisting the  
Feed My Sheep ministry, along 

with your genrous donations. 

 



 8 

 
September 2026 Forks Chirps 

Forks Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
253 Forks Church Road 
Leechburg, PA  15656 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


