
 

 

Lenten Evening Suppers every Wednesday during Lent at 6:00 pm 

Lenten Worship, “Holden Evening Prayer” follows at 7:00 pm  

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

 

PALM SUNDAY – The Passion of Our Lord 
Sunday, March 24 @ 11:00 am 
Procession of Palms      
 
 

                             MAUNDY THURSDAY 
     Thursday, March 28 

          Seder Meal @ 6pm ~ Worship @ 7 pm 

                    Stripping of the Altar 
 

 
 

                                                  GOOD FRIDAY – Tenebrae Service 
                         Friday, March 29 @ 6:30pm 

                 The Seven Last Words of Our Lord 

 

 

       EASTER SUNDAY MORNING 
      The Resurrection of Our Lord 
     Sunday, March 31 @ 11:00 am 

Festive Service of Alleluias 

MARCH 2024 

THE CHIRPS FOR FORKS FOLLOWERS 

Forks Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church   - 253 Forks Church Rd.  -  Leechburg, PA 15656 
            Forks Church Office:  724-845-6627                Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 10 am - 12pm 

              email:  churchforks@gmail.net          Forks Church website:  www.forkschurch.com  

                                  Our Presiding Pastor: The Reverend Dr Scott Dennis, PhD 

 

Forks Church is where God lifts our spirits through creative worship, as we build God’s Kingdom. 

           Come and See.         Come and Grow.                        Come and Serve! 
 

mailto:churchforks@gmail.net


From the Office of the Interim Pastor: 
 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 

Well, it’s the beginning of March, and we are well into our annual Lententide journeys.  We have 

all begun afresh our annual, liturgical pilgrimage that shall conclude in our witnessing afresh the 

torment and betrayal of our Lord Jesus in a garden on the Mount of Olives on one night, followed by 

His torturous crucifixion, the very murder of God, upon a wooden cross on the skull-shaped hill, called 

Golgatha, the next day.    It’s all too easy to forget that Jesus’ death on Good Friday is not the end of His 

story.  But in order for us to get to Easter morning and relive the joy of our Lord Jesus walking freely 

and sovereignly out of His borrowed tomb, to leave it behind to remain empty forevermore, we must 

first journey with him through 40 days of sacrifice and temptation.   
 

In my first call in the Church of Scotland Highland parish of Loch Broom and Ullapool, I had 

many parishioners who were hesitant to go through Lent’s 40-day journey.  For many, it was a practice 

they had never felt the need to observe.  For some ‘little old ladies’, they wagged their fingers in my 

face and felt the need to tell me that I was trying to introduce alien practices that were “Papist”, 

“Roman”, and “Episcopalian.”  I remember one couple in particular who refused to attend Holy Week 

services because they wanted to go straight through from Palm Sunday to Easter.  Yet, there were three 

little old ladies – Irene, Agnes, and Joan – who gave holy week a chance and attended “all the extra 

services”.  By Easter morning, these 3 came to me in floods of tears, saying that they never understood 

the connection from Palm Sunday to Easter morning, but because of Holy Week they now did, and 

they had an even deeper love for our Lord Jesus and His cross.  Naturally, this warmed the cockles of 

my heart, yet also reminded me of the Apostle Paul’s sentiment: do all things decently and in good order 

(1st Corinthians 14:40).   
 

You see, brothers and sisters, the pilgrimage discipline of Lent is specifically designed to be one 

that spiritually transforms us into having a deeper appreciation for the Christian faith we’d rather 

forget.  It’s hard to get all the way through Lententide without feeling weary, emotionally drained, and 

running on empty.  But we’re not alone; our Lord Jesus knows all about being exhausted by the end of 

His 40-day journey through the wilderness.  So, I guess this means that we’re in good company, 

because our Lord Jesus understands our own weariness and He is able to help us during our time of 

temptation, exhaustion, and weariness.  Perhaps, it’s fitting that we take comfort from Scripture and 

remind ourselves that discipline at the time seems unpleasant, but later on it produces a harvest of 

righteousness (Hebrews 12:11).  Have a blessed Lententide journey; may you finish strongly at the foot 

of the cross by keeping the home fires burning!   
 

 

With every blessing and good wish for you and yours,  

The Rev’d Dr Scott Dennis, PhD (aka Pastor Dennis)  

 

 

 
 



March 2024 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1                                2 

     

 

 

 

 

 

11:45 am 

Lunch @ Cross 

Roads 

Presbyterian, 

Lchbg 

 

9:30 am 

WELCA Zoom 

Cluster Meeting 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Lent 

11:00 am 

Worship 
 

  

5:00 pm 

Pantry 

Team 
 

6:00 pm 

Soup Supper 

 

7:00 pm 

Lenten 

Worship 
 

 11:45 am 

Lunch @ Cross 

Roads 

Presbyterian, 

Lchbg 

 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Lent 

11:00 am 

Worship 
 

Pantry Open 

12:30-2:30  
 

6:00 pm 

Joint Worship 

Team Meeting 

@ Forks 

 6:00 pm 

Mexican 

Night Supper 

 

7:00 pm 

Lenten 

Worship 

 

 
11:45 am 

Lunch @ Cross 

Roads 

Presbyterian, 

Lchbg 

 

9-1 

Clothing 

Closet 
First Lutheran 

Church 

Leechburg 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Lent 

11:00 am 

Worship 

Potato Bake 

after worship  

Deadline 

for April 

Newsletter 

submission 

6:30 pm 

Council 

Meeting 

6:00 pm 

Soup Supper 

 

7:00 pm 

Lenten 

Worship 

 11:45 am 

Lunch @ Cross 

Roads 

Presbyterian, 

Lchbg 

 

 

24 25 26 27                                  28 29                             30 

Lent 

11:00 am 

Worship 
 

 

 

   Maundy 

Thursday 

Meal – 6pm 

Worship – 7 pm 

12:00 pm  

Cross Walk in 

Leechburg  

 

6:30 pm 

Tenebrae 

Service  

Easter Egg Hunt 

@1pm 

Leechburg/ 

Gilpin Park 

                         31 

Easter Morning   

11:00 am 

Worship 

  

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt – Saturday, March 30  

@ 1pm, Leechburg-Gilpin Park 

All churches are asked to collect candy in 

sizes small enough to fit inside eggs.  There 

is a collection box in the narthex of Forks-

Zion for your donations of candy.   

Sponsored by the Leechburg Ministerium & 

LACA.  

   

 



MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 

DATE        ASSISTING MINISTER                         GREETER/USHER 

Mar 3          Sandy Kotvas    Randy Louden                                      

Mar 10                Tara Malucci                                        

Mar 17                 Patty Newton     ALTAR GUILD                                    

Mar 24                 Tom Walker      Fernetta Klingensmith                                    

Mar 31  Patty Newton    Sandy Heilman    

  

MARCH SPONSORSHIPS 

 

DATE                    FLOWERS                                      BULLETINS                       CANDLES 

Mar 3                    Lois Byers                                      Glenda Paul        Marilyn Smail      

Mar 10                 Grace Seitam                                Patty Newton 

Mar 17                 Sandy Bowser   Marilyn Smail 

Mar 24                  Glenna Stitt                                  Ken Riggle                                        

Mar 31  Patty Newton   Eileen Coyle  

 

 

 

COME ONE, COME ALL!! 

FORKS CHURCH IRISH POTATO BAKE 
 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 
     Immediately following the 11:00 am morning worship service. 

 

The luncheon will include a baked potato and a variety of tasty 

toppings.  You may bring a dessert to share, if you wish. 

                            

Please join us for food, fun and fellowship 

after morning worship on March 17! 

 

 
To my church family at Forks-Zion, 

I would like to thank each and every one of you for all of the love, 

prayers, monetary gifts, and the kindness given to me upon the death of 
my husband Bill.  Words can’t even express how grateful I am to have 

God in my life, as well as my wonderful church family.  I love you all 

from the bottom of my heart.  ~Glenna 



MARCH BLESSINGS 

March Birthdays       

5  Meghan Kennerdell 

6  Janet Nichols   

7  Jack Kennerdell 

8  Leann Heilman, Jacob Heilman 

11 Carolyn (Cookie) Quince 

13 Richard Long 

14 Marilyn Smail 

17 Maegen Hess; Beau Retter  

24 Sarah Kersheski, Susie Strapac 

31 Colin Saxion 

March Anniversary 

31 Scott and Jennifer Gray 

 

 

Pantry Open Date 

Sunday, March 10 

12:30 pm – 2:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCA SPRING ZOOM MEETING 

Please join us for our Synod wide Spring Zoom Meeting on Saturday, 
March 2, 2024 at 9:30 am 
 

A bible study will be led by Pastor Jess Felici on Mark 1:17 "And Jesus said to them, 'Follow me 

and I will make you fish for people'" NRSV.  We will also have devotions, news, sing-a-long 

hymn "You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore", a craft & fellowship.  If you received a 

program in the mail, the words to the hymn are printed on the back. If you didn't get one, you 

may want to look up the song in a hymnal if you have one or Google it to have the words to 

sing along if you'd like.  We will be making a bookmark.  Please have your starter piece (also 

mailed out) or a sturdy piece of paper 2.5" x 8.5" and a black marker or crayon or similar.  
 

Login in thru zoom using - 

The Zoom Meeting ID:  853 4095 3317 
Passcode:  878752 

Or you can listen by phone by calling:  1-646-876-9923 

 

Thank you to everyone who ordered hoagie coupons from Hoagie 

Shop in Apollo. Our total was 57 coupons sold. We will receive the 

coupons in a week and expiration of 3 months.   

We were blessed to receive on February 25th a collection of 
breakfast goods for the pantry from Pine Run Presbyterian Church. 
Thanks be to God for their donation. 
 
We have a local farmer willing to help support our pantry with 
eggs.  We need egg cartons for distributing.  Please save your egg 
cartons and we will put a box in the Narthex to collect. 
 



 

FRIDAY LENTEN LUNCHES 

11:45AM 

February 24 through March 22 

at Cross Roads Community Presbyterian Church 

251 Main Street, Leechburg 

Sponsored by the congregations of the Leechburg Ministerial Association. 

Forks will host the luncheon on March 15.   

Pastor Dennis will preside over devotions. 

A free will offering will be accepted. 

 

Registration opened on February 1, 2024  

for Lutherlyn Summer Camps.  

 For more info: contact Lutherlyn's Office, M-F 9AM – 5PM 

 Phone: 724-865-2161   email: registrar@lutherlyn.com 

                                   

Forks Zion Lutheran Church 
Income and Expense Summary 2024 
 

    Budget     Income     Expense     Difference 
January $11,127.25 $15,848.10 $14,713.44 $1,134.66  
February  $11,127.25 $13,366.00 $13,110.20 $255.80  
March $11,127.25 $ $ $  
April $11,127.25 $ $ $   
May  $11,127.25 $ $ $  
June  $11,127.25 $ $ $ 
July $11,127.25 $ $ $ 
August $11,127.25 $ $ $ 
September  $11,127.25 $ $ $  
October $11,127.25 $ $ $  
November  $11,127.25 $ $ $   
December $11,127.25    
Total to Date  $29,214.10 $27,823.64 $1,390.46 
 

Annual Budget $133,527.00  
 
Some things to consider: 
In January:  $3,940.84 + $3,050 in income was from Bethesda & Forks to cover cost of pastor’s salary and 
benefits.  $3,000 in income was the yearly donation of one member.  
In February:  $3,050 in income was from Forks Endowment to cover pastor’s salary and benefits. $4,558 was income 

restricted for Feed My Sheep Pantry use ($3,750 Verney grant + $808 donations & hoagie sale) 
These funds (Bethesda, Forks endowment, Pantry…) are meant to be used for one thing and do not help 

with the day to day bills, staff salaries, maintenance expenses, etc. 
 
The actual balance in General Funds available to pay utilities, staff salaries and other common/budgeted 

expenses at the end of February is $1,072.62. 
 
As always, if you would like more information or have questions, please contact me.  I will be glad to speak 
with you.   ~Karen Disciscio 



Updated 2/27/2024 

 

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 

Marilyn Smail, Grace Van Dyke, Alison Louden, Brenda Ribet, Bob Bish, Dale Altman,  

Betty Black, Mary Walker, Anna Shaffer, Kim Snyder, Lou Fondrk, Louise Dyess, Becky Panzak, 

John and Carole Kerr, Denny Cuffia, Kali, Colin Glendenning, Deb Fabry, Anne Brady Romaniw, 

Peggy Phillips, Dina O’Neil 

 

Global Prayer Concern:  The people of Ukraine.   

The people of Israel and Palestine.  Peace for Gaza. 

King Charles III 

 

HOMEBOUND 

Dale Altman  

108 Jack Rd., Vandergrift, Pa 15690  724-842-7252 

Betty Black  

239 Johnetta Rd., Vandergrift, PA 15690  724-845-8057 

Marie Catlos – Rosebrook 

723 South Pike Road, Apt 014; Sarver, PA  16055 

724-540-1048 

Fran Coffman – Concordia 

134 Marwood Rd, Apt. 1801; Cabot, PA  16023 

Grace B. Van Dyke - Concordia 

134 Marwood Road, Lund - Room 2155 

Cabot, PA  16023  724-524-1505 

Mary Walker – Concordia 

134 Marwood Rd., Room 2131; Cabot, PA  16023 

724-448-9683 

 

 

Our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Bob Mathews, who passed 

away suddenly on Monday, Feb 6, 2024.  Bob was the husband of Sulinn 
Mathews and the brother-in-law of Glenna Stitt.  A Celebration of Life Service 

for Bob was held at Forks Church on Saturday, Feb 24 @ 11am.   
Memorials donations may be made to the Feed My Sheep Pantry. 

 

We extend our condolences to the family and friends of Donna Sanner from Bethesda 

who passed away on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2024.  Donna had been an active member of 

Bethesda’s Events Planning Team.  Her funeral was held on Monday, February 26, 11am 

@ Bethesda. Pastor Scott Dennis officiated.  

 

 

 

 

 



GriefShare 
 

GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you  

through one of life’s most difficult experiences.   

You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. 

 

GriefShare is a support group that meets weekly.   

You’ll find it to be a warm, caring environment and will come to see your group as an 

oasis on our long journey through grief.   

Meetings consist of a video seminar, group discussion,  

and personal study exercise in a workbook. 

 

To learn more about GriefShare, visit their website: www.griefshare.org.  You can also 

call the First Lutheran Church office, 724-845-7518 or email felc@salsgiver.com. 

 

UPCOMING CHARITY EVENT 

JOIN US MARCH 23, 2024 FOR OUR  
ANNUAL ST. PATTY’S DAY EVENTS! 

 
Location:  West Leechburg Fire Department Social Hall 

                                      Address:  1116 Gosser St., Leechburg, PA  15656 

info@sempergratuspgh.org 
 
SHAMROCK SHUFFLE 5K & 1 MILE WALK 
  
Saturday, March 23, 2024         
9:00 AM REGISTRATION 
10:00 AM RACE 
 

 

 

 

 

 SMALL TOWN. LOUD VOICE. 

Saturday, March 23, 2024  -  5 pm – 10 pm 

Time:  4:30 Doors Open 

 

HOSTED BY 

SEMPER GRATUS - Latin for Always Grateful. 

Semper Gratus is a non-profit organization whose intent is to work with other non-profits/charities  

for philanthropic purposes. 

http://www.griefshare.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 

Please help make our church beautiful this Easter!! 
  

ALL ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN! 

 

Make checks payable to the FORKS CHURCH FLOWER FUND 

 
Complete and return this order form and payment to: 

Sandy Bowser, 864 Logansport Road, Ford City, PA 16226 

OR drop off at the church office. 

  

Last day to order is Sunday, March 17, 2024 

Any order received after that date is not guaranteed!! 

 
Name(s):  _____________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________ 

In Honor of: 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

In Memory of: 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

     No. each Amt. 

Lillies $8.00 ea.   _______ $_______ 

Yellow or Red Tulips  $6.50 ea. Y____R____ $_______ 

Blue Hyacinth  $6.50 ea.  _______ $_______ 

Pink Hyacinth $6.50 ea.  _______ $_______ 

Daffodils  $6.50 ea.   _______ $_______ 

  

Total Amount Due      $__________ 

  

Shut In flowers will be purchased with monies in the current Flower Fund.  

No additional funds are needed, at this time. 

 

Please pick your flower up after worship on Easter morning or call the 

church office to make arrangements to pick up your flower. 

 
  

  

  

  



FORKS ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

253 Forks Church Road 

Leechburg PA 15656 
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